UPDATED STATEMENT FROM THE NONPF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ON THE PRACTICE DOCTORATE

The National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF) has been studying the issue of the practice (clinical) doctorate and engaging the general membership in the discussion of related topics since 2000 (?).  Whereas practice doctorate programs have been in existence since 1979, the recent surge of interest nationally in expansion beyond the current programs to meet market needs has promoted increased interest in the practice doctorate.  The NONPF leadership felt that proliferation of these programs could impact and influence the direction of NP and advanced practice nursing education.  Therefore, NONPF has provided the forum for discussion of the issues through annual meeting sessions, a Teleweb, formation of a task force, publication of an overview article, and, most recently, convening of a national stakeholders meeting.

In April 2002, after preliminary study, the NONPF Board of Directors voted to support in general the concepts of clinical doctoral education for nurses.  The Board identified that that this level of preparation offered the potential to increase the nursing workforce from non-traditional student pools and would also provide the opportunity to foster leadership and a higher knowledge level for teaching and practice.  As well, the NONPF Board recognized that the clinical doctorate would parallel the credentials in other professions. At that time, the Board endorsed the following concepts:

· Standardization of new advanced clinical programs in nursing

· Identification and validation of needed competencies beyond the masters through evidence-based inquiry

· Career mobility through advanced clinical education

· Seamless interface but with multiple entry and exit points

· Strengthening leadership, management, and outcome content and practice in APN education

In June 2003, the NONPF Board approved additional recommendations for the practice doctorate developed by NONPF Clinical Doctorate Task Force.  The recognitions reflect the realization of the increased interest nationwide in the practice doctorate and the need to provide some guidance on a general framework for these programs.  However, the NONPF Board reiterated at this time a strong commitment to the existing levels of preparation for the nurse practitioner.  The recommendations approved by the Board include the following:

1. Multiple pathways can lead to a nursing practice doctorate.

A. Programs may build on an APN clinical base creating a clinical ladder.

B. Programs may offer direct entry into nursing and a seamless program of education.

C. Programs may offer both options.

2. A nursing practice doctorate program shall prepare expert standing in one of three practice arenas:  health care, leadership, or teaching.

A. Programs may prepare the fully accountable expert clinician who continues to provide care across settings and to patients with higher acuity of illness in acute and chronic care;

B. Programs may prepare the expert teacher of clinical learning and decision making; or

C. Programs may prepare the expert clinical leader, change agent, and policy maker prepared to work within the health and political systems to improve continuously the quality of care and delivery of services.

3. Nursing practice doctorate programs, in addition to preparing the expert in one practice arena, shall confer proficiency in advanced nursing core functions of leadership, health care, clinical teaching, research, and advocacy/policy.

4. The research emphasis in a nursing practice doctorate program differs from a traditional PhD program.  Rather than preparing nurse scientists for research careers, this program shall prepare graduates to use research knowledge and methods to create, implement, and evaluate practice interventions, health delivery systems, and clinical teaching.  As well, this program prepares graduates to assume a key role in establishing national practice guidelines and conducting clinical trials.

5. Nursing practice doctorate programs shall prepare students to contribute to the redesign and improvement of cost-effective health services delivery.

6. Nursing practice doctorate programs shall prepare students to create interdisciplinary models and lead interdisciplinary teams effectively to achieve better health outcomes and reduce health disparities.

7. Through intensive practica, nursing practice doctorate students will have a synthesis experience leading to demonstration of proficiency in advanced nursing core functions and expert standing in at least one practice arena.

8. Some graduates of the nursing practice doctorate may spend the majority of their time in policy positions at the state or federal level.  These individuals will need the strong clinical doctorate to speak knowledgeably about care issues and costs. 

Today, the NONPF Board maintains its support for the practice doctorate as a means for career mobility and for advancing nursing leaders.  At this time, based on current information and study completed to date, the NONPF Board supports the following action for the organization:

· Support the current models of NP preparation at the Master’s and post-master’s level.

· Develop a model for a seamless, 4-year post-baccalaureate program with the doctorate as an end degree as an option for students seeking the NP preparation for synthesis at the evidence-based level.  (WORDED CORRECTLY?  SHOUDN’T THIS BE THE NP NOW?)
· Support ongoing dialogue at the national level to address the evolving issues surrounding the fit for the practice doctorate relative to other levels of educational preparation.

· Continue the study of issues within NONPF and in collaboration with other stakeholders.

· Provide leadership in identifying additional, advanced level competencies.  

